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When You Are in Need of Forgiveness

During some point in our life we may experiencegfeing someone for their offenses against us. Rexkee were wronged by an indi-
vidual or they may have been unfaithful to God, skhimay have brought shame against the church. ytheathe co-worker who re-
ceived the promotion through dishonest and undthie@ns. How many times should | forgive someoné®w often shall someone sin
against me and | forgive him?” asked one discijsus answered that disciplegven times seventy.” We must forgive. If we di n
forgive those who sin against us, our Father irveeavill not forgive usGet rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawliagd slander,
along with every form of malice. Be kind and corsasate to one another, forgiving each other, jastin Christ God forgave you.
(Ephesians 4:31, 32)

But what should you do when you have fallen andeihagainst God and others, when you are in ne@tgfeness? First, seek Him
out. Come to the understanding that God is ricgrate and mercyln him we have redemption through his blood, thegfveness of
sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grad&phesians 1:18) It is by His grace and mercy reeeived redemption from our
sins, forgiveness of our sins. When a child of @oderstands the goodness of God's mercy, it sheattithem to repentance. (Romans
2:4) Repentance means a change of heart, a tumdio to God. When God forgives us, our sins do#tdd out and He does not re-
member them any more. David when told of his binshe prophet Nathan, sdidlave mercy on me, O God, according to your unrfalil
ing love; according to your great compassion blat my transgressions’(Psalms 51:1) God remembers our sins no more¢riilah
31:31)

A proud and haughty spirit God does not acceptt Halugives more grace to the humble heart. ThahisScripture says:God opposes
the proud but gives grace to the humbléFumble yourselves before the Lord, and he wilidt up.” (James 4:6, 10) When David
sinned against God, he humbled himself. God dogesdelmht in our acts of goodness if we have nanbied ourselves and asked Him
for forgiveness.“You do not delight in sacrifice, or | would bring you do not take pleasure in burnt offeringseTacrifices of God
are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart@0d, you will not despise.Palms 51:16, 17)

A contrite spirit God loves, but the proud God sesi When sin has overtaken us, we should feebnsarbefore God and confess our
sins before Him. We should be moved by the shame$sl and sorrowfulness of our actions because we gianed against God, our
Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  While we wyetesinners God sent forth his Son to die for dos.s Jesus was broken and bruised
because of our sins in order that we may be retamhbiack to God. In spite of all our shortcominGsd is still patient and loves His
children.Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to sidwaand leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow bngeath.(2 Corinthians
7:10) Godly sorrow in our hearts when we havesfafrom God should bring about repentance. Daxjmkeenced sorrow for his sins,
Psalms 51:3, &or | know my transgressions, and my sin is alwasfere me. Against you, you only, have | sinnetidlome what is evil

in your sight, so that you are proved right whem gpeak and justified when you judgeavid asked God to create in him a new heart
that would have a firm relationship with Gdgreate in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a $ésadpirit within me(Psalms 51:10)

There is power in prayer. Confess your faults tnanother so that prayer can be interceded on lyebalf. James 5 sayBherefore
confess your sins to each other and pray for eahbroso that you may be healed. The prayer of hteigus man is powerful and effec-
tive. Elijah was a man just like us. He prayedrestly that it would not rain, and it did not raim the land for three and a half years.
Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, aneanth produced its crops. My brothers, if one @fi yhould wander from the truth
and someone should bring him back, remember thisoeler turns a sinner from the error of his wayl wdve him from death and
cover over a multitude of sins.

Finally, we should learn to forgive ourselves. Rember that God forgives us of all sins and rememtiesm no mordf we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive usr@ins and purify us from all unrighteousnedsJohn 1:9) If God forgives us of our sins,
we should forgive ourselves. Too often we aredfuihof our sins and carry them as burdens on ouascience throughout our Chris-
tian life. Satan will not pass up an opportundydiscourage and to have us carry around our fyuilgears. Therefore, we are not en-
joying the blessings of the forgiveness that iyydalnd in Jesus Christ. Jesus said to his dissjphe thief comes only to steal and kill
and destroy; | have come that they may have lifd,leave it to the ful{John 10:10)

Today, let us start living a full and wholesome lifi Christ Jesus that is free from sin.
Submitted on behalf of the Shepherds

Jerry Smiley






Contact Info:

Nursery
Worship-Danelle Holland
Bible Class-Tamara Money

Preschool
Nancy Ficht

Kingdom Kids/Children’s

Worship
Laura Clougherty
Stacy Darwin
Luray Jeffers
Suzanne Norfleet

Special Needs Coordinator
Melinda Oldham

Teachers’ Resource Room
Janice Stuart

Announcing: Emily Bradley and Kim
Bennett are joining the Kingdom KiFs
Coordinator team! Emily will begin in

July and Kim will begin in August. Please
pray for these women, their families, and
for all of our children at Brooks Avenue
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Laura has served us faithfully for 2 1/2
years, beginning when Sarah was only 8
months old! We thank Laura for her
fabulous dedication to our children; she
has provided games and made God's
love concrete for our children!
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May Lessons:

May 4 - Philip and the Ethiopian

May 11 - Paul Meets Jesus

May 18 - Paul Escapes in a Basket

May 25 - Peter Helps Dorcas
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Children’s Bible Classes for May-August 2008

Sunday Morning

Nursery
Nancy Gardner, Julieanna Shaffner Assistant: Rachel Stuart, As¢Mty): Tamara Money

Preschool
Bears - Tanya Nelson & Jo Ellen Holder
Bunnies - De’Angelis & Phillip Baldwin
Butterflies - Holly, Heather & Lonnie Watkins

Kindergarten
Teachers: Sandra Mills and Amanda Williford
Focus: Jesus is alivgbd gives us His special son, a wonderful world and what we need to live
Room: 203

Grades 1-2
Teachers: Ellen and Ken Haggerty
Focuslesus is powerful, special and God’s son; Telling about Jesus
Room: 202

Grade 3
Teachers: Teresa and Ted Howard
FocusObeying and Worshiping God
Room: 215

Grade 4
Teachers: Sandy and Sam Blackwell
Focuslesus lives! Knowing, following and being bold for Christ
Room: 301

Grade 5
Teacher: Eddie Woodhouse
FocusActs; the early church
Room: 302

Wednesday Evening

Nursery
Sandra Simmons, Emily Bradley. Assistant: Rebecca Phillips

Pre-school
Sharon Sents & Julia Hauser

Kindergarten-Grade 2
Teacher: David Mills
Focud-earning from OT and NT People
Room: 201

Grades 3-5
Teachers: Amy Otto and Janice Stuart
FocusBeing sure; growing; being ready; Jesus’ power; teachings of Jesus
Room: 207



Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

4 5 6 7
Special Contribution Sunday
New Bible Classes Begin
Ministry Groups Meet Singles Bible Study, 7:30 PM Fellowship Meal, 6 PM
Bible Classes, 7 PM
11 12 13 14
Youth Led Sunday
Common
Bonds
Meet Singles Bible Study, 7:30 PM Fellowship Meal, 6 PM
Bible Classes, 7 PM
18 19 20 21
Friend Day
Sunshine Circle Luncheon, noot
Singles Bible Study, 7:30 PM Fellowship Meal, 6 PM
Bible Classes, 7 PM
25 26 27 28
Common Bonds Meet Office
Closed

Singles Bible Study, 7:30 PM

Fellowship Meal, 6 PM
Bible Classes, 7 PM




Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
Shepherds’ - Minister Meeting,
6-9PM
8 9 10
Shepherds’ - Minister Meeting,
6-9PM Food & Clothes
15 16 17
Men'’s Prayer Breakfast, 9 AM,
Fails Hall
Women'’s Retreat
Shepherds’ - Minister Meeting,
6-9PM
22 23 24
Shepherds’ - Minister Meeting,
6-9PM Food & Clothes
29 30 31

Shepherds’ - Minister Meeting,
6-9PM

10
12
13
14
15

16

17
18
19

21

22

23

25

27

28

29

30

31

Ellen Haggerty
Teresa Howard
Holly Watkins
Scott Wood

Grant Forrest
Braeden McVey

Makayla Bradley
Johunna Gatlin
Jenn Swift

Branden Cuozzo
Jason Hurst
Thomas Littleton
Carol Mathes

Emily Bradley
Angela McCants

Rick Brooks
Jerry Sents
Alana Murray
Glendora Barden
Ethan Haggerty
Steve Urgelles
Danelle Holland

Lauren Accashian
Heather Watkins

Shanetta Gerald
Caitlin Wood

Rob Lowrey
Ted Fowler

Yvette Holder
Charles Pulliam

Anna McFadyen
Jill McGee
Daniel O'Brian
David Smith

Brent Hodges
Carol Jacobson
Ethan Norfleet

Marsha Hoover
Christi Kightlinger
Kara Ross

Dan Powell
Matthew Smith

Genevieve Palmer
Michael Query

Gwen Hicks
Jessica Lowrey

Jackson Altman

Nee Nee Alexander
Jacquelyn Bailey
Harold Yates

Taina Ortiz



LIFE LINES bbb b

By Dennis Conner
A CALL TO HOLINESS

On an episode dlome Improvementome years ago, the oldest son in the Taylor jarBitad,
learned a valuable lesson. He had just becomenadger and had begun to feel that with his newstat
he deserved greater privilege; in this case, his mom. He finally got his way, forcing his youmge
brother to move into a room with their baby brothétowever, by the end of the episode Brad finds
himself in his younger brother's room, confessihgtthaving his own room was not quite what he
thought it would be. Translation: he was havindc¢ep his room clean all by himself! Then he said
“Mom says that greater privilege means greateramsipility.” There it is, a spiritual lesson thae
are often slow to recognize and internalize: gregrivilege (status) means greater responsibility
(holiness).

In 2 Corinthians, Paul notes that in Christave made new (2 Corinthians 5:17). In 2 Coraribi
6:18 he observes that we also have a new statile geeople of God: *“I will be a Father to you, and
you shall be My sons and daughters, says the LORBIghty.” That's the privilege part. Then, the
responsibility: “Therefore, having these promidespved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filtkgef
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in tharfef God” (7:1). With these words Paul issuesearc
and decisive call to believers to live in a wayt thawerfully reflects who we are as the people otlG

We find here an urgent app€dlet us cleanse ourselves...But isn't God the only one who can
cleanse from sin? In terms of the actual remo¥#he stain and penalty of sin, yes. We dare Imioikt
that we can accomplish this ourselves. Howevethig context Paul uses “cleanse” to refer to the r
sponsibility of the believer to guard his own heart life against sin, and to do what is necessayry,
the power of God and his Spirit, to break freehaf $inful practices that have taken root in ougdiv

This cleansing is to affect the entire beirfighe believer, “fromall filthiness of the flesh and
spirit...” Whatever defiles us both outwardly and ardly must be dealt with in the pursuit of holi-
ness. We cannot rationalize, tolerate or comprerthat which we know is defiling our lives spiritu-
ally. Anything that stands in the way of becomiikg@ God must be removed. The people of God are
called to no less than the full dedication of thelwss to a life of purity and service to God.

The phras&Having these promises...provides us with the basisr his appeal.The promises that
Paul speaks of here are the divine assurancesiefvestatus as children of God and the reality ef hi
presence in their midst as his people (6:18). Dggchl consequence of possessing such promises is
that the people of God should make a complete bnatikevery defiling practice and every unhealthy
compromise. With greater privilege comes greater respongdiiliThe responsibility, very simply, is
that in view of who we are as the people of Godsheuld reflect the character of God.

Our responsibility translates into a lifelopgrsuit of a holy maturity motivated by our feartbé
holy God, “perfecting holiness in the fear of Godilie attitude with which we pursue the holy life is
not the unhealthy fear one would hold for a ruthlgsant or a bully. Rather, it is a deep and thgal
reverence for the all-powerful, multi-faceted Goloaholds all things in His hand, yet who has chosen
to bless us in spite of our sin and rebellion. iglthe God who is angered by our sin, but lovesus
spite of it; the God who has the power to chastis discipline us in this life, but does so onlgdnese
He cares so deeply for us; the God who has the pmnwestroy, but delights in giving life.

Why, then, do we pursue holiness? Becausarevso overwhelmed by who God is and what He
has done for us. We pursue it because it is thepyoper response to the God who has taken usto b
His children and freed us from the death-grip of sHe is an awesome God who inspires holiness in
His people.

A holy people for a holy God. Kind of makes s&n



“You would have no power over me if it were noegivo you from above.”
John 19: NIV

Faith Through The Fireyy David Earnest

Numerous experiences have shown that being a Christian does nobmealkemune to the struggles and disasters of life. In

fact, one may find that trying to conform your life to the ima§€hrist actually brings about even more new and improved
struggles. So, what does Jesus mean when he says thatehis gaky and his burden is light? | don’t find many thingg eas

or light. More often | feel like the author of the “Footprints” ppand wonder what happened to God when the going got
rough?

Now we know that having faith means to be persuaded or to enfrhes, as Christians we are persuaded that Jesus Christ i
in fact the Son of the living God and by God’s grace we entrudivasrand souls to Him. Scripture is chock full of encour-
agements to have faith, admonitions against not having faith @mdpées of the powerful things people have accomplished
“by faith.” As a Christian then, our response to the trialéf@fshould be qualitatively different than that of non-Christians.
After all, we have faith and they don’t. God is on our side, Pight

But, when you get right down to it what exactly is the resutiwsffaith? | mean, how are we as Christians supposed to dea
differently with a situation than a non-Christian faced with #mes situation? The loss of income is just as bad to a Christian
as a non-Christian. The loss through death hurts as much. Thecheast a broken relationship feels just as lonely. So, how
do we view these situations through the eyes of faith? How wesldgs Ihrist handle this crisis if he were in our shoes? If we
presume | have all the faith possible to have, how does that heéiptheemost practical way possible in this situation?

Most of the time when the word “faith” is tossed around it is done some ethereal sense. Just have “faith.” “Faith” isssom
magic answer for all of your ills. If you're discouraged,soared or hurt, then you don’t have “faith”; so, you are sinning.
You're probably worrying too which, while bad enough on its own, is Hgtwarse than you think because it is a direct viola-
tion of Jesus’ command not to worry. So you get to feel bad witheahdded benefits of the guilt that goes along with know-
ing that you're sinning. It's like a two-for-one deal.

When | think of having faith, it is usually in some nebulous fatiarsense that in the great scheme of things one day Glod wi
right all wrongs and we’ll get to live with Him in heaven foee where there will be no more pain. The trouble is thatritw

to know what faith means right here and now not at or after Juddb@gnt Paul speaks to this issue when he says that if
Christians only have hope for this life then we are of all mert maserable. This is the opposite of my problem. | WANT
hope for this life but usually only feel it about times far dBfut, inherent in Paul's point is that THERE IS hope FOR THIS
LIFE. So where is it?

| think we find_soméhelp for this in the following ways:

1. God knows exactly what is going on with you and He cafésmt doesn’t solve anything, but to me it at least gives th
comfort of knowing we’re not alone. | personally know no pain withae feeling alone (including the very aloneness | feel
for people whom | miss that have died), so knowing God iswétihrough the “valley of the shadow of death” feels good.

2. Nothing happens without God’s permission. Pontius Pilate had NCERQWVsend Jesus to his death but that God allowed
it. The situation may look out of control and may be out of your ahriiut it NEVER ceases to be beyond God'’s reach. His
arm is never too short to save.

3. There is no guarantee about the particular outcome of your csitteatton, BUT God has promised that He WILL use all
situations for your GOOD. Like Shadrach, Meshach and Abednedagppeethat God will save us but even if He doesn’t our
knees will not bow to any other. So you may be filing bankryptoy may be going to a funeral or you may be getting the
final divorce order. Nevertheless, “Lord, to whom shall w@"gAll of these present and momentary troubles, horrific though
they may be, God will work through for your good, that is, to bring yosec to Him for only God is good.

4. If God did not spare His own perfect Son from the horrors of tss ¢recause in His infinite wisdom it was the only way,
there is no reason to think that we won't likewise be climbingumpown Golgothas from time to time. But, just as Jesss wa
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too Wildivea new life in some way.

Like the rest of creation we were created to bring glo@ad, not to always be content and happy. There isn’t one of us wha
hasn't been blessed in many magnificent ways. Will we pfigkin the sunshine and not in the storm? But, when we're in
that storm, let us make every effort to fix our eyes on Jekes us walk through our tear-blurred vision and the God of all
creation will be walking right beside us the extra mile,dnelyour pain, to the “very end of the age.” | pray that the Holy
Spirit, that Comforter sent to us by Jesus Christ himsellf haid you so close and so tight that you can hear the very warm
heartbeat of God.



“Mission Philippines 2008, My Experiences”
by Madonna Higgins

“The Harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvesfoteete send out workers
into his harvest field.” Matt. 9:37.

| recall reading the story of a missionary who statedathalling” (by God) is nothing neither more
nor less than obedience to the will of God. Those words hold true lifetbé Santiago Simeon of the Philip-
pines. For those of you who do not know Santiago, he has been supportezbky Bve in his efforts to
reach his native people of the Philippines for many years. Bléobad his calling! | have heard of his suc-
cessful evangelism campaigns, so when Ed Constantine asked ifd b@uhterested in taking a trip with
Lydia Alleyne to provide medical support to those living in the manstd did not hesitate. So on February
29, 2008, Lydia and | boarded a plane to the Philippines. No smalldasldering | had to seek approval
with the military for travel to a country with numerous tourigtrmings. With these minor inconveniences
aside we arrived in Manila, Philippines some twenty-five houes lan 1 March 2008. | can only say it was
the most rewarding of my mission trips to date.

Upon arrival we were welcomed by two of Santiago’s thnddren, Shy and Shem. Both of them
work side by side with their father in his mission campaignsy iSa nurse and Shem is a physical therapist
and, therefore, instrumental during medical mission campaign$ Muilia as a nurse and myself a veterinar-
ian we could potentially provide medical support to people who would havenapsmurce of assistance. |
was pleased to find that all the proper medical pharmaceuticlsve would require were provided for the
journey. Shy and Shem took care of everything to include all adsnéhey were vital to this mission. We
left very early the next morning for a short flight to themsl of Negros (one of just 7,000 islands), just one
hour south (by air) of Manila the capital city. Upon arrival, beathirom the congregation in Dumaguete,
Philippines greeted us and assisted us with our bags and transporitiena brief breakfast we attended
services at the Dumaguete church of Christ, a congregation aixapptely 50-60 members. After services
we had lunch with some of the brethren and then began our journelyreeehbur drive into the mountains of
the Island of Negros. We traveled in a four wheel drive vehiahecassity since the areas we ventured into
did not have roads. It was an adventure to say the least dmaceniever been “four wheeling.” The terrain
was rugged and jagged but | felt we were embarking upon somethingahiat change my life as | saw it. |
have heard it said that God provides opportunities which place a demand motemiral; well, | thought this
may be one of those opportunities.

We arrived late in the afternoon and met with Santiago whawagjin his evangelism seminar at the
local mountain chapel. Word of his preaching traveled and numerous sboaled up to both hear Santiago
preach and to receive medical aid from our small team. | had tsméo meet with the children and they en-
joyed hearing this “silly” American sing old favorites sud) ‘@esus Loves Me... This | know”. Today, the
Philippines have many affinities with our Western culture, deriwvaghly from the cultures of Spain, Latin
America, and the United States. Roman Catholicism became thanprent religion, although pre-Hispanic
indigenous religious practices and Islam still existfact, elements from Al Qaeda exist on the Island oM
danao as well as extremist Rebel groups. This fact | was cautioned with sieveral attempts to abduct tour-
ists and missionaries in the past. The two official languagéiseoPhilippines are Filipino and English but
many of the mountain people speak very little English, perhaps thits fahat made the youth drawn towards
us. Whatever the reason, it was clear to me that theyweeyepleased with our presence. They welcomed
me with plenty of fresh mango and other treats. | could have péngtaught the children for the remainder
of the night but Santiago would soon begin his lesson. What struck meostevas how much the youth
loved singing. They had a true passion for Christian hymns, elipettia children. | have never witnessed a
more dynamic singing and worship as from these Filipinos. Theg atéentive to every word preached by
Santiago. So much so that ten came forward to be baptizedr#tatigint, God’s word touched these hearts
and they did not hesitate to respond. Much of Santiago’s lessonbhasta me since | don’'t understand Fili-
pino and | was beginning to feel the effects of jet-lag butntlessage rang clear to these mountain people.
Approximately 100 attended this evening service with 10 responding to a call to lzedapti



After the service we began our medical assessments and treatments. Keslas @sovide medical care to the
people because they had more of a need than their animals butdgetlit was clear that they understood |
was a veterinarian, not a physician. It did not matter becheyentould not receive medical care given the
nearest clinic was 3-4 hours away and usually staffed by -avifed | was the only doctor in town and would
have to do. Several things were obvious to me such as sarcoptie,n@gazoonotic disease transmitted from
animals to man by a mite. It presents itself to humans as a sevetis piithireddening of the skin. | noted it
on the skin of some locals. Unfortunately, | did not have the appropredecation for this. We had plenty
of Diphenhydramine (benedryl) but this would not cure mange, ddhthat was what she was suffering with.
Several of their ailments included parasitism, localized pain, inegrand fatigue. All had very poor dental
hygiene with their teeth literally necrotic and rotted. Withdiaignostics we certainly were limited, but did
the best we could with what we had. The experience taught mienttadled to find a way to complement my
skills as a veterinarian with some human basic medical cowsge W surveyed the stray animal population
and noted severe malnutrition, parasitism, and upper respiratory/ ligspase in a cat but determined that
medical care was greatly needed in the villagers anddhegirals would have little chance for treatment. We
exhausted our medications at that one chapel and had another churchrat@isit the following day. Late
into the evening we all retired to a loft of the local preashieome to sleep. They offered their beds to us as |
noted some of the small boys sleeping on the hard ground. True servants toetsisir gwakened numerous
times during the night by a rooster (who remained tied to a giakbelow my bed), | did not sleep. At this
point, | was still on US time and wide awake. | walked around ahgound to find that Santiago had hired
guards in camouflaged fatigues to patrol the area, while \wé sie did not think rebels were in the area and
was not worried about our safety but wanted to provide protection for e event something came up.
They were not carrying rifles but did have machetes and | couldtiminly it would be a blood bath if rebels
did arrive. | was not worried but did patrol the area with them only because | just cosléapot

The next morning our hosts fed us well and, as we said our gspdieyeontinued our drive higher
into the mountains. We had several delays as we frequently ghtestiner trying to make a road or stuck in
the river we were trying to cross (no bridges). It was exgitWe arrived at our destination of a little moun-
tain chapel made up of approximately 30 members. Our hosts fedmediately and were very gracious.
Santiago preached after our meal and 3 more requested to bedaypbzehrist. All of us hiked to the near-
est river behind the church and witnessed three souls giving their lives to Ghaias dmazing!

The rest of the journey was anti-climatic after witngs$B people confess Jesus as their Savior. We
made one more stop as our previous hosts slaughtered a hog for usiog evener (the head and tail still
intact). We ate and drove down the mountain. | was exhausted toeskasi; it had been almost 48 hours
since | last slept. Santiago met us below and put us up in anhmtal on the beach. It was pleasant and
Lydia even went swimming. All | wanted to do was shower andayeegest. In the mountains there was no
electricity or running water so this would be my first shower.

The next morning we said our goodbyes to Santiago as Shy andrShemsdto several other smaller
church of Christ chapels on the Island. The following day we lilack to Manila to begin our journey home.
| can not effectively articulate what this trip did for miecan only compare Santiago as a modern day Paul.
As the Lord commanded in the great commission, he is ‘makingbisci. baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and Holy Spirit. Whenever | return fsomission trip | am forced to contemplate
and reflect something | already know... what a great Lord we sarddiow truly He has blessed me. | don’t
believe | truly “get this” until the stark reality of a tthiworld culture reveals it to me. | wish to sincerely
thank Santiago, his family, the Filipino brethren, the elders and atlgdss and sisters of Brooks Ave church
of Christ for this amazing experience and revealing to me how AWESOME atitriudy is! Thank you.



In Memory

To all the mothers who have gone,
To all who still remain,

To all the soldiers brave and true,
We offer this refrain,

In memory you live on and on,
Through all the sands of time,

Though age may dim and death may claim,
You’'re forever in our mind,

You come to us again,
each time your memory we recall,

And cherished thoughts of times gone by,
Transport us to that place,

Where once again we feel the joy,
And gaze upon your face.

Victoria Shaw, © 2008

Mother’s Flowers

Mother, this is a bouquet
to show how much we love you today

The Rose, is for the timeless beauty that you displa
For the love that will remain
when pedals fall away

The Lily, is for your stability Through the harshest co
You always appear fresh and new
and never really seem old

The Carnation, is for the strength That you have shov
For the lovely colors still displayed
when all the rest are gone

The Daffodil, is for faithfulness You never forget to cor
Like flowers of yellow you appear
that tells us all winters done

All this is to say Happy Mother’s Day
and that we love you in a special way

Vivian Ann Moore © 2008
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