SESSION 2 - THE FEMINIZATION OF THE 21°" CENTURY CHURCH
STUDY QUESTIONS

“I will be afather to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, saysthe Lord
Almighty.” 1l Corinthians 6:18

1. Arewomen more likely to attend services of the church than men? If so, what would

4.

be your guess at the percentage? Are women more likely to declare themsdlves
religious than men? What do you believe the trend has been over the past 30 years?
Do you believe thiswas the case in New Testament times? (Find a passage to
subgtantiate your views if you do.)

Are women more likely to hold positions of authority in the church today than, say,
30 years ago? If s0, do you think there has been a dramatic shift to more femae
leadership and authority in the church? In our class on the role of women in the
church we examined leadership roles of women in the New Testament church. What
were some of those possible roles of leadership? (Find passages to substantiate your
views if you believe that women held positions of leadership.)

If you believe that women are more active in the Christian church in the United
States, do you believe that thistrend persistsin other parts of the world among
Chrigians?

What do you believe to be the rdative interest in and participation in rdigious

activities by men compared to women among the Jews, the Mudims and the Eastern
Orthodox?



. Do you believe there is something inherently more appedling about Chridianity to
women compared to men? Do you view certain aspects of our society to encourage
women to be more active in the church than men?

. Canyou identify digtinctly masculine Christian expressons during the centuries.
(Hint: Martin Luther wrote afamous hymn which can be found in our song books.
Does this hymn have a*“masculing’ ring to it?)

. Some have suggested that the Restoration Church exhibited digtinctly masculine
characterigtics. Can you think of what those characteristics might be? (Don’t worry
about this question if you are not familiar with Restoration Church higtory.)

. Occasond commentators upon our society have suggested that men have devel oped
their own “religion” which replaces Chrigtianity (and other established religions).
What might be some of the characteristics of thisreligion?

. Do you believe that the women’'s movement in society and in the church has created a
magor (perhaps the mgjor) problem with men finding their role in the church?



